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Erica Page Refs: Stace ed 3 (528), Flora Europaea (V3 5), Sell & Murrell (V2 77), Flora of Britain & 
lreland Tutin Clapham ed 3 (336), Blamey ed 2 (104), Collins Flower Guide ed 1 (218). 


Native Plants 


- Widespread outside bypass - Calluna vulgaris - Map 
Distinctive Qualities: Plait-like leaves, open flowers. 
Varieties: var vulgaris leaves unhairy (our regional form); var hirsuta leaves densely grey-haired (N 
Scotland); var alba flowers white. 
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Photo of hirsuta from greenplantswap.co.uk 


Bell Heather - Common outside bypass - Erica cinerea - Map 
Distinctive Qualities: Unhairy leaves, in 3s but emerge larch-like, flowers strong pinky-purple. 
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Cross-Leaved Heath - Common outside bypass - Erica tetralix - Map 


Distinctive Qualities: Haired leaves (glanded), in whorls of 4, calyx hairy (incl long hairs). 
(See at end also Mackay’s (white under leaf, calyx unhairy lower part) and Corsican (green under leaf, calyx not long-haired).) 
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Common Crowberry - Hills particularly Pentlands - Empetrum nigrum - Map 

Distinctive Qualities: Much fresher green than Bell Heather and stem ends unbranchy-looking. 
Fruits a black berry. 

Subspecies: Common Crowberry ssp nigrum (Common, Map) v Mountain Crowberry ssp 
hermaphroditum (outside: Scottish highlands, Map) - stems: slender v stiff, root along length v not 
to 120 v 50 cm; leaves: parallel-sided v curved; flowers: on separate plants v as a single flower 
(remains of stamens at the base of some fruits) 
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Flower photo rbge.org.uk 


Escapees Recorded 


r (Shown) - 1 city record - Erica arborea - Map 
"- 1 city record - Erica lusitanica - Map 
Distinctive Qualities: Sized like a broom bush with leaves in whorls of 3-4, spring-flowering (Jan- 
Apr), anthers within flower. 
Details: Tree v Portuguese Heather: Flower 2.5-4 v 4-5 mm; central stigma/style white v red; some 


hairs on young twigs with rough surface (microscope) v all hairs smooth (mic) 
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Photo 1-2 web somewhere, 3 by Forest & Kim Starr on Wikipedia 


- 1 record nr Roslin - Erica vagans - Map 
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Photos 1. Sten Porse on Wikipedia, 2. from aphotoflora.com 


Winter Heath (shown) - 1 city record (+ London, occ through Britain) - Erica carnea - Map 

Darley Dale Heath (not shown) - city records (+ London, Manchester, N Scotland, Southampton) - 
E. x darleyensis - Map 

lrish Heath (not shown) - Outside region (W of Ireland + rare England) - Erica erigena - Map 
Distinctive Qualities: Rather 1-sided spikes, anthers protruding, the horizontal branches with 
flowers clearly hanging. 

Differentiation: E. erigena v x darleyensis v carnea: main stems to: 1.2+ m well developed v 60 
cm not v 25 cm procumbent; young twigs: minutely hairy v not v not; calyx: 2-2.5 v 2.5-4 v 2.5-4 
mm; flower length: 4-5 v 5-7 v 5-6 mm; leaves: 4-8 v 3-6 v 5-8 mm; flowers: Mar-Jun v Nov-Jun v 
Mar-Jun. 





Other Heathers tn the British Isles 


In the following, anthers are not protruding except Irish Heath. 











Dorset Heath lrish Heath Mackay’s Heath Corsican Heath 

E. ciliaris E. erigena E. mackayana E. terminalis 

Map Cornwall, Map W of Ireland + rare Map W Ireland coast Map scattered in British & 
Southhampton England Ireland 





Flowers large (8-12 mm) 
reddish & curved, in 
elongated spike (anthers 
lacking base appendages, 
style projects) 


Rather 1-sided spike, 
anthers protruding - see 
under Winter Heath above 
for fuller treatment. 


Like Cross-Leaved Heath (E. 
tetralix) but undersides of 
leaves mostly exposing the 
white (tetralix partly), 
purplish pink flowers, calyx 
hairless lower half (long- 


haired upper). 


Like Cross-Leaved Heath (E. 


tetralix) but flowers at ends 


hanging like umbrellas, leaf 


underside green, calyx lacks 


long hairs. 
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first-nature.com 





consultaplantas on Wikipedia 





heathersociety.org 





Meneerke Bloem on Wikipedia 





Info 


Updated : 2020-02-07 - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 


Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 





